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Brief introduction of SAS 
 
First, double-click on the “SAS” icon on the desktop to open up SAS. You should find 
four types of windows. They are: 

1. Explorer/Results Window: a tool for browsing SAS libraries, program files, and 
the results of statistical procedures. 

2. Program editor Window: create, edit, and execute SAS programs. 
3. Output Window: output requested by the SAS program is printed here after it is 

submitted. 
4. Log Window: a tool for diagnosing problems with SAS programs. It is a good 

habit to check the Log Window after submitting a SAS program in order to ensure 
that the program did not encounter any errors. 

 
In addition to these windows, other windows are displayed under certain operations such 
as graph and help window. Also pay attention to the tool bar at the top the screen. This 
contains several commonly used SAS operations such as: 

a. Create a file.  
b. Open a file in a new program editor window. 
c. Save a file. 
d. Print editor contents. 
e. Display contents of the editor as they appear when printed. 
f. Some edit operations: cut, copy, paste and undo. 
g. Add a new library. 
h. Open the SAS Explorer. 
i. Submit a SAS Program. 
j. Clear all. 
k. Interrupt the executing program. 
l. Get help on the SAS System.  

 
SAS program contains the following two major parts: 
DATA step: Starts from the keyword DATA; create and manipulate SAS datasets.  
PROC step – Starts with the keyword PROC followed by the name of the procedure; 
analyze the SAS dataset created in DATA step, and produce results or report.  
 
When we get a dataset, we always explore it first to understand what all the variables are 
and to make sure that everything is fine. The commonly used procedures are, PRINT, 
CONTENTS, MEANS, FREQ etc.: 
PROC PRINT: displays the values of the variables in a SAS data set.  
PROC CONTENTS: displays the descriptions of the contents of a SAS data set.  
PROC MEANS: produces simple univariate descriptive statistics for numeric variables.  
PROC FREQ: produces 1-way to n-way frequency and crosstabulation tables.  
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Commonly used SAS procedures for LDA: 
 
1. PROC GLM 
 
The GLM procedure uses the method of least squares to fit general linear models for the 
continuous outcome data. It can perform regression, analysis of variance, analysis of 
covariance, multivariate analysis of variance, and partial correlation. 
 
2. PROC LOGISTIC 
 
The LOGISTIC procedure fits linear logistic regression models for binary response data 
by the method of maximum likelihood.    
 
3. PROC CATMOD 
 
The CATMOD procedure provides a wide variety of categorical data analyses, such as 
linear models to functions of response frequencies, log- linear modeling, logistic 
regression, and repeated measurement analysis etc. 
 
4. PROC GENMOD 
 
The GENMOD procedure can fit models to correlated responses by the GEE method. The 
GENMOD procedure fits generalized linear models that is an extension of traditional 
linear models that allows the mean of a population to depend on a linear predictor 
through a nonlinear link function and allows the response probability distribution to be 
any member of an exponential family of distributions.  
 
5. PROC MIXED 
 
The MIXED procedure fits random-effects models and a variety of mixed linear models 
to data and enables you to use these fitted models to make statistical inferences about the 
data. A mixed linear model is a generalization of the standard linear model used in the 
GLM procedure, the generalization being that the data are permitted to exhibit correlation 
and nonconstant variability. 
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