
Surgical Research Scholar 
Overview  
This post-doctoral position requires an individual ready to actively participate in our dedicated surgical 
outcomes research program. The incumbent will make major contributions and improve our standing as 
a leading research institution addressing surgical outcomes. Successful candidates will design, 
implement, complete, analyze, and prepare manuscripts on studies related to surgical outcomes. The 
Surgical Research Scholar is expected to: possess attention to detail; be able to communicate effectively 
at all levels; exhibit initiative; work well with others and independently; and comply with all Westchester 
Medical Center (WMC) and New York Medical College (NYMC) procedures regarding clinical research. 

Responsibilities  

• Engage in all aspects of research projects: draft Institutional Review Board (IRB) protocols; 
collect data; validate data; analyze data; prepare, submit and present conference abstracts; and 
draft and submit journal manuscripts/book chapters. 

• Identify research gaps in surgical outcome literatures and propose research projects. 
• Partner with and offer guidance and consultation to students, residents, fellows and 

professionals in the Department of Surgery. 
• Participate and present in meetings with the Chair, investigators, Department of Surgery Clinical 

Research Unit (DSCRU) staff and clinical staff. 
• Assist in obtaining research funding. 

Qualifications  
(A) Education requirement: 

PhD, DrPH, ScD or DPhil in epidemiology, statistics, health services research and clinical/translational 
research or related disciplines. 

(B) Licenses or certifications: 

N/A. 

(C) Skills/requirements: 

• Expertise is needed in these areas: research design & methods, statistics, preparing funding 
requests and publishing journal articles.  

• Knowledge is required in regression modeling (including logistic, linear, Poisson/negative binomial, 
and Cox models); techniques for repeated measures, analysis of variance, hierarchical/mixed 
models, time series analysis, receiver operating curve analysis and meta-analysis.  

• Proficiency is required in statistical software packages as well as Microsoft Outlook, PowerPoint, 
Excel and Word.  

• It would be helpful to have knowledge of real world healthcare, electronic medical records, and/or 
biomedical informatics. 

(D) Prior experience: 

Two to three years of epidemiologic, public health, health services or clinical research experience. 
Qualified individuals must work well independently. The individual must have excellent people skills. You 



should be able to implement projects and adjust them to meet current and future criteria as necessary. 
Must be able to adapt to changes quickly. 

Contact: 
David J Samson, MS 
Associate Director, Department of Surgery Clinical Research Unit 
Westchester Medical Center, Taylor Pavilion Room D377 
100 Woods Road 
Valhalla, NY 10603 
914.493.3624 (O); 914.474.6995 (M) 
david.samson@wmchealth.org 
 
Westchester Medical Center 
Member of the Westchester Medical Center Health Network 
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